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Appendix 3 – Local Committee Comments

1. The Lake District National Park Preferred Options and Site Allocations Local 
Plan was subject to consultation between 8 May and 29 June 2018.

2. Members of the Local Committees were briefed as follows:
 Copeland 15 May 2018
 South Lakeland 17 May 2018
 Allerdale 5 June 2018
 Eden 12 June 2018

3. Local Member comments are set out below:

Copeland

Member Comment How it has been addressed
Supportive of the continuation of the 
classification of distinctive areas but it was 
felt that these should have greater reference 
to local community participation particularly 
through the alignment with community plans 
and parish plans. 

The draft Plan (para. 3.120) recognises that 
each of the Distinctive Areas have specific 
needs that may warrant a locally appropriate 
solution to be applied. These local solutions 
may be different to the approach set out in 
the general policies in the Local Plan. The 
opportunity exists for alignment with 
community plans and parish plans.  

Call for better alignment of cross/close 
boundary local plan allocations/planning 
applications considerations between local 
authorities (i.e. Copeland Borough Council 
and LDNP) to ensure a coherent and 
consistent approach to the consideration of 
infrastructure requirements.

The ‘duty to cooperate’ provides the 
appropriate mechanism for achieving cross 
boundary alignment of local plan allocations.  
The County Council works with district 
councils and the LDNPA to ensure that 
necessary infrastructure is provided to 
mitigate the impacts of site allocations / 
planning applications.  

Recognising that the levels of development 
within the LDNP will be generally lower than 
for areas outside of the National Park 
boundary, it is however important that there 
is a consistent approach to securing 
developer contributions to fund the 
necessary infrastructure improvements to 
mitigate the impacts of development. 

The County Council seeks to apply a 
consistent approach to securing developer 
contributions to fund the necessary 
infrastructure improvements. Responsibility 
for securing developer contributions rests 
with the LDNPA. 

Need to ensure that the Preferred Site 
Allocations have been subject to a robust 
assessment of highways and flooding and 
drainage issues. 

As Highways Authority and Lead Local Flood 
Authority, the County Council provides 
robust advice on draft site allocations and 
also on developing policy.   
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South Lakeland

Member Comment How it has been addressed
There is a need for the robust planning of the 
infrastructure needed to support the delivery 
of the growth identified in the Local Plan.  In 
particular there is a need to ensure 
infrastructure planning is evidence based to 
ensure proposals are deliverable and 
effective.

As Highways Authority and Lead Local Flood 
Authority, the County Council provides 
robust advice on site allocations.  
Infrastructure planning is evidenced based to 
ensure that proposals are deliverable and 
effective. This is essential to demonstrate to 
the Planning Inspector at Examination that 
proposals are deliverable and effective. At 
the planning application stage it is essential 
that infrastructure asks of developers is 
evidence based. 

There is an ageing population in the LDNP. 
There was concern that the levels of housing 
proposed could be insufficient to meet future 
needs within the LDNP.

This concern is reflected in the response to 
the Policy 16 in Appendix 1 “The proposed 
increase in the annual average housing 
requirement from 60 housing units a year to 
80 housing units a year is welcome, but 
given the underlying housing issues there 
are concerns that this increase may be 
insufficient to ensure that housing needs are 
addressed.” 

Members wished to ensure robust flooding a 
drainage polices were developed, in 
particular there is a need to ensure policy 
support the delivery of flood mitigation 
measure and to ensure development is not 
vulnerable to flooding nor increase risks 
elsewhere. 

As Highways Authority and Lead Local Flood 
Authority, the County Council provides 
robust advice on developing policies and on 
draft site allocations.   

Members supported steps in support the 
local economy. In particular they recognised 
the value of sustainable travel and the 
importance of improving strategic road and 
rail links.  The Lakes Line was highlighted as 
having particular strategic importance.

The plan promotes the development of 
sustainable transport and travel, safeguards 
the Lakes Line, and supports enhancements 
to the A590 at Haverthwaite.

Allerdale   

Member Comment How it has been addressed
There was concern that the levels of housing 
proposed could be insufficient to meet future 
needs within the LDNP.

This concern is reflected in the response to 
the Policy 16 in Appendix 1 “The proposed 
increase in the annual average housing 
requirement from 60 housing units a year to 
80 housing units a year is welcome, but 
given the underlying housing issues there 
are concerns that this increase may be 
insufficient to ensure that housing needs are 
addressed.” 

Need to ensure that the Local Plan takes full 
account of flood issues in Keswick, 
Bassenthwaite and Braithwaite when 
considering new development proposals.

For each of the proposed site allocations, the 
assessment includes flood risk zone, surface 
water drainage, any water bodies on site, 
statutory consultee comments and whether a 
flood risk assessment is required. Using the 
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RAG ratings all 5 new Keswick sites are 
assessed as Green and the individual sites 
in Bassenthwaite and Braithwaite are Green 
– Amber.         

Need to ensure that there is adequate 
infrastructure, including car parking, to serve 
new development.

The County Council will work closely with 
Highways England and other providers to 
secure strategic infrastructure will advocate 
the use of the parking standards in the 
Cumbria Development Design Guide to 
serve new development. 

Need to work with Transport for the North to 
secure strategic infrastructure provision.

The County Council works closely with 
Transport for the North to secure strategic 
infrastructure provision.

Improvements to the A66 identified in the 
West of M6 Strategic Connectivity Study in 
the National Park - Lake Bassenthwaite 
Resilience dualling and Scales / Troutbeck 
climbing lanes - are identified in the IDP 
Baseline Report but are not referenced in the 
Local Plan. Support these schemes being 
taken forward. 

Support for these schemes being brought 
forward is noted. The County Council will 
work with Highways England to deliver these 
schemes.

Eden

Member Comment How it has been addressed
Recognising that the levels of development 
within the Lake District National Park will be 
generally lower than for areas outside of the 
National Park boundary, it is important that 
there is a consistent approach to securing 
developer contributions (and that were 
necessary the opportunity to secure external 
match funding is investigated) to allow the 
delivery of the necessary infrastructure 
improvements to mitigate the impacts of 
development. 

The County Council seeks to apply a 
consistent approach to securing developer 
contributions to fund the necessary 
infrastructure improvements. Responsibility 
for securing developer contributions rests 
with the LDNPA.

A co-ordinated approach is required by 
public transport providers and tourist 
attractions to ensure that there is a better 
integration of service timetables with events 
at destinations, e.g. bus service timetable to 
coordinate with Ullswater Streamers 
timetable. 

Comment noted. The County Council will 
advocate a co-ordinated approach to 
integrate service timetables with events at 
destinations. 

Policy 22 of the Local Plan seeks to 
safeguard disused railway lines where robust 
feasibility studies demonstrate which routes 
could be feasibly delivered to widen 
sustainable transport choices. The Penrith to 
Keswick railway should be identified as a 
project. 

The Penrith to Keswick railway is identified 
as a disused railway within the plan.  At this 
stage there are no proposals to redevelop 
the line.  The Local Plan notes the 
reinstatement of this line as a local 
“aspiration”. 


